OLIVEIRA  SALAZAR
Law at the University of Coirnbra. Barely forty years
of age, Salazar was elected deputy in 1921 but said good-
bye to Parliament after the first day's sitting. However,
he accepted the portfolio of Finance in one of the
ephemeral governments of 1926, and held it for three
days.
On the 26th April, 1928, from purely patriotic motives,
Salazar, yielding to the bitter reproaches of the govern-
ment, undertook the Ministry of Finance. In doing so,
he had laid it down as an absolutely essential condition,
that he should have unrestricted control of expenditure,
and that no other minister should be permitted to take
a decision on any financial matter save with his con-
currence.
His proclamation ran as follows: 'The rigid principles
by which our common task will be guided show a clear
determination to set in order, once for all, the financial
and economic life of the nation. In this difficult task
it is essential that I should possess the absolute but calm
and serene confidence of the country. I know exactly
what I want, and where I am going. I will, from time
to time, as I proceed, give the country all the information
necessary to enable it to take stock of the situation. The
country may discuss, the country may study the matter,
the country may make suggestions, but the country must
obey when I give my orders.3 He added that, personally,
he had no desire for power, that he accepted it in order
to render a service to Portugal, but that if anyone hin-
dered him in carrying out his duty, he would at once
return to Coimbra and his studies.
This was brief and to the point. The professor had
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